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“Ad profundiora autem studia provehenda ac fructus sui laboris publici iuris faciendos”

(dal Decreto di istituzione della rivista Ecclesia orans, 2 febbraio 1984)

La collana rappresenta una sorta di naturale e quasi dovuta “estensione” 
della rivista Ecclesia orans impegnata quale strumento accademico in cui 
trovano spazio e si pongono in dialogo i risultati delle ricerche dei docenti 
del Pontifi cio Istituto Liturgico presso l’Ateneo S. Anselmo di Roma, non-
ché di studiosi che desiderano porre a servizio della scienza liturgica le 
proprie ricerche. La collana dà voce a studi che superano i limiti previsti 
(spesso angusti, vista l’enormità della materia) per un articolo e favorisce, 
in particolar modo la pubblicazione di fonti, principalmente liturgiche e 
studi su di essi. I principali destinatari di volumi saranno dunque docenti e 
ricercatori in ambito liturgico, nonché gli studenti e tutti coloro che amano 
andare al fondo del mistero celebrato per ritus et preces.

Th e series represents a sort of natural and almost necessary “extension” 
of the journal Ecclesia orans committed to being an academic instrument 
providing space to present and put in dialogue the research results of the 
professors of the Faculty of Liturgy at the Pontifi cal Ateneo S. Anselmo in 
Rome, as well as of scholars who wish to place their own research at the 
service of liturgical science. Th e series gives voice to research that exceeds 
an article’s expected limits (oft en too narrow for the enormity of the subject 
matter) and encourages in particular the publication of sources, mainly li-
turgical sources, and studies on them. Th e volumes are therefore principal-
ly aimed at professors and researchers in the liturgical fi eld, as well as stu-
dents and all who desire to plumb the mystery celebrated per ritus et preces.



4



5

CASSIAN FOLSOM, O.S.B.

THE LITURGICAL BOOKS
OF THE ROMAN RITE

A GUIDE TO THE STUDY
OF THEIR TYPOLOGY AND HISTORY

VOLUME 1: BOOKS FOR THE MASS



6Proprietà letteraria riservata.

I diritti di traduzione, di memorizzazione elettronica, di riproduzione e di adattamento, 
totale o parziale, con qualsiasi mezzo, della presente opera sono riservati alla Editrice 
Domenicana Italiana s.r.l., come per legge per tutti i paesi.
Non sono assolutamente consentite le fotocopie senza il permesso scritto dell’Editore.

   

© 2023 Editrice Domenicana Italiana srl
 Via Giuseppe Marotta, 12 - 80133 Napoli
 tel. - fax +39 081 5526670

 www.edi.na.it - info@edi.na.it

ISBN 979-12-80562-33-3

I edizione:: gennaio 2023



7

Table of contents

Abbreviations and Acronyms  ..................................................................... 13

Introduction  ................................................................................................... 17
 Status quaestionis  ...................................................................................... 19
 Preliminary considerations  ...................................................................... 21 

Chapter One. From structured improvisation to fixed formulas  ....... 25
 1.1. Structured improvisation  .................................................................. 25
 1.2. Structured improvisation together with fixed formulas  ............... 27 
 1.3. Development of fixed formulas ........................................................ 28

Chapter Two. Books for the orations  ........................................................ 33
 2.1. Introduction  ....................................................................................... 33
 2.2. Typology  ............................................................................................. 34 
  2.2.1. Terminology  ............................................................................... 34
  2.2.2. Content  ....................................................................................... 34
  2.2.3. Different genres .......................................................................... 35
  2.2.4. Illumination of sacramentaries  ................................................ 35
 2.3. History  ................................................................................................. 36
  2.3.1. Libelli and collections of libelli  ................................................. 36
   2.3.1.1. The Verona sacramentary (Ve)  ........................................ 37
   2.3.1.2. From libelli to sacramentaries  ......................................... 42
  2.3.2. Sacramentaries in Rome  ........................................................... 44
   2.3.2.1. The papal stational liturgy  ................................................ 44
    2.3.2.1.1. The nucleus of the Gregorian sacramentary (Gr)  . 45
    2.3.2.1.2. The Gregorian sacramentary Type Two (GrP)  ..... 46
    2.3.2.1.3. The Gregorian sacramentary of Trent (GrT)  ........ 48
    2.3.2.1.4. The development of the Gregorian tradition 
                     until Pope Hadrian (772-795)  ................................. 49
   2.3.2.2. The liturgy of the tituli  ...................................................... 49
    2.3.2.2.1. The Roman hypothesis  ............................................. 52  
    2.3.2.2.2. The Gallican hypothesis  ........................................... 53
    2.3.2.2.3. The issues involved  ................................................... 54
  2.3.3. Sacramentaries in the Kingdom of the Franks  ...................... 58
   2.3.3.1. The historical context of Romanization  ......................... 59



8

   2.3.3.2. The Old Gelasian sacramentary (GeV)  ........................... 60
   2.3.3.3. The Gregorian sacramentary, Type Two (GrP)  ............ 61 
   2.3.3.4. The Gelasians of the VIII century (Ge-VIII)  ................. 64
   2.3.3.5. The Gregorian sacramentary of Pope Hadrian (GrH)  . 65
   2.3.3.6. The Supplement (GrS)  ...................................................... 68
   2.3.3.7. Sacramentaries of the X and XI centuries: mixed
            Gregorians  .......................................................................... 71

Chapter Three. Books for the Readings  .................................................... 75
 3.1. Introduction  ....................................................................................... 75
 3.2. Typology  ............................................................................................. 77
  3.2.1. Marginal notes in a Bible  .......................................................... 77
  3.2.2. Lists of pericopes  ....................................................................... 78
   3.2.2.1. Lists of epistle readings  ..................................................... 78
   3.2.2.2. Lists of Gospel readings  .................................................... 79 
   3.2.2.3. Integrated lists .................................................................... 80
  3.2.3. Lectionaries  ................................................................................ 81
   3.2.3.1. Epistle lectionaries ............................................................. 82
   3.2.3.2. Gospel lectionaries  ............................................................ 82
   3.2.3.3. Full lectionaries  .................................................................. 83
 3.3. History  ................................................................................................. 83
  3.3.1. Traces in ancient documents  ................................................... 83
  3.3.2. Readings in Rome  ...................................................................... 84
  3.3.3. Roman-Frankish synthesis  ....................................................... 89
   3.3.3.1. Epistle readings ................................................................... 89
   3.3.3.2. Gospel readings  ................................................................. 90
   3.3.3.3. Full lectionaries  .................................................................. 91
  3.3.4. Lectionaries and Capitularies from the X 
    to the XV centuries  .................................................................... 81
  3.3.5. Further developments from the XV to the XX centuries  ..... 93
  3.3.6. The post-Vatican II reform of the Mass lectionary  ............... 95 

Chapter Four. Books for the chants  ........................................................... 97
 4.1. Introduction  ....................................................................................... 97
  4.1.1. Who did the singing?  ................................................................ 97
  4.1.2. What did they sing?  ................................................................... 98
 4.2. Typology .............................................................................................  99
  4.2.1. Preliminary remarks  ................................................................. 99
   4.2.1.1. Terminology  ....................................................................... 99
   4.2.1.2. Oral tradition  ................................................................... 100
   4.2.1.3. Musical notation  .............................................................. 100 
   4.2.1.4. Illumination of chant books ..........................................  101

The liturgical books of the Roman rite I: Books for the mass



9

  4.2.2. Codices containing a single book  .......................................... 102
   4.2.2.1. Antiphonary  ..................................................................... 102
   4.2.2.2. Cantatorium  ..................................................................... 103
   4.2.2.3. Liber Gradualis  ................................................................ 103
   4.2.2.4. Offertoriale  ........................................................................ 103
   4.2.2.5. Troparium  ........................................................................ 104
   4.2.2.6. Sequentiarium  .................................................................. 105
   4.2.2.7. Kyriale  ............................................................................... 106
   4.2.2.8. Processionale ..................................................................... 106
   4.2.2.9. Tonarium  .......................................................................... 107
  4.2.3. Composite books  ..................................................................... 107
   4.2.3.1. Gradual juxtaposed to a sacramentary  ......................... 107
   4.2.3.2. Sacramentary with chant texts in the margin  .............. 108
   4.2.3.3. Sacramentary-gradual  ..................................................... 108
   4.2.3.4. Lectionary with Mass chants .........................................  109
   4.2.3.5. Libelli of tropes and sequences  ...................................... 109
   4.2.3.6. Troparium-Prosarium  ..................................................... 109
   4.2.3.7. Notated missal  ................................................................. 110
   4.2.3.8. Notated breviary-missal  ................................................. 110
   4.2.3.9. Totum  ................................................................................ 110
 4.3. History  ............................................................................................... 111
  4.3.1. The Roman tradition  ............................................................... 111
   4.3.1.1. Roman chant  .................................................................... 111
   4.3.1.2. The relationship between antiphonal, 
             sacramentary and capitulary  ......................................... 112
  4.3.2. The Roman-Frankish synthesis  ............................................. 116
   4.3.2.1. Roman-Frankish or “Gregorian” chant  ....................... 116
   4.3.2.2. Differences of repertoire  ................................................. 116
  4.3.3. New musical forms (X-XIV centuries)  ................................. 117
  4.3.4. The inclusion of the chants in the full missal ....................... 117
  4.3.5. The development of the antiphonary (gradual) 
    as a separate book  .................................................................... 118
   4.3.5.1. Terminology  ..................................................................... 118
   4.3.5.2. Some developments from the X-XIII centuries  .......... 118
   4.3.5.3. Printed graduals before 1614  ......................................... 119
   4.3.5.4. The Medicea edition (1614-1615)  ................................. 120
   4.3.5.5. Period of restoration  ....................................................... 121
  4.3.6. The late XX century  ................................................................. 123
   4.3.6.1. Sacrosanctum concilium (1963)  ..................................... 123
   4.3.6.2. Post-Vatican II chant books  .......................................... 125

Table of contents



10

Chapter Five. The full missal  .................................................................... 127
 5.1. Introduction  ..................................................................................... 127
  5.1.1. Transition to the Missale Plenarium: how it took place  ..... 127
  5.1.2. Transition to the Missale Plenarium: when it took place  ... 128
  5.1.3. Transition to the Missale Plenarium: why it took place  ..... 128
 5.2. Typology  ........................................................................................... 133
  5.2.1. Terminology  ............................................................................. 133
  5.2.2. Marginal notes  ......................................................................... 134
  5.2.3. Libelli for special occasions  .................................................... 135
  5.2.4. Juxtaposed books  ..................................................................... 135
  5.2.5. Integrated books  ...................................................................... 136
   5.2.5.1. Sacramentary-lectionary  ................................................ 136
   5.2.5.2. Sacramentary-gradual  ..................................................... 136
   5.2.5.3. Sacramentary-lectionary-gradual  ................................. 137
   5.2.5.4. Rubricated sacramentary ................................................ 137
   5.2.5.5. Notated sacramentary  ..................................................... 137
   5.2.5.6. Notated sacramentary-lectionary .................................. 138
  5.2.6. Full missal  ................................................................................. 138
 5.3. History  ............................................................................................... 139
  5.3.1. General overview  ..................................................................... 139
  5.3.2. The full missal outside of Rome  ............................................. 141
  5.3.3. The full missal in Rome  .......................................................... 141
   5.3.3.1. X-XIII centuries  ............................................................... 141
   5.3.3.2. Glimpses of the full missal in the XIII century  ........... 143
   5.3.3.3. XIII century: a closer look  .............................................. 145
   5.3.3.4. Missale Franciscanum Regulae  ...................................... 147
   5.3.3.5. The full missal in the XIV century  ................................ 148
   5.3.3.6. The full missal in the XV century  .................................. 149 
  5.3.4. Printed missals 1472-1570  ...................................................... 150
   5.3.4.1. Missale Romanum 1474  .................................................. 150
   5.3.4.2. Other printed missals  ..................................................... 152
  5.3.5. Missale Romanum 1570  .......................................................... 154
   5.3.5.1. The project to reform the missal  ................................... 154
   5.3.5.2. The contribution of Cardinal Sirleto and committee  . 157
   5.3.5.3. The challenges of the printing process  ......................... 159
  5.3.6. Local missals  ............................................................................. 162
  5.3.7. Editions of the Missale Romanum between 1570 and 1970   163
   5.3.7.1. Missale Romanum 1604 (Clement VIII)  ...................... 164
   5.3.7.2. Missale Romanum 1634 (Urban VIII)  .......................... 165
   5.3.7.3. Missale Romanum 1884 (Leo XIII)  ............................... 165
   5.3.7.4. Missale Romanum 1920 (Benedict XV)  ....................... 166
   5.3.7.5. Missale Romanum 1962 (John XXIII)  .......................... 167

The liturgical books of the Roman rite I: Books for the mass



11

   5.3.7.6. Bi-lingual missals 1964-1968  ......................................... 169
  5.3.8. Missale Romanum of Paul VI ................................................. 171
   5.3.8.1. Missale Romanum 1970  .................................................. 171
   5.3.8.2. Missale Romanum 1975  .................................................. 173
   5.3.8.3. Missale Romanum 2002/2008  ........................................ 174
  5.3.9. Summorum Pontificum (2007) 
    and Traditionis Custodes (2021)  ............................................ 176
 5.4. Conclusion  ........................................................................................ 177

Chapter Six. Auxiliary Components of the missal  ............................... 179
 6.1. The calendar  ...................................................................................... 179
  6.1.1. The calendar as an independent list  ...................................... 179
  6.1.2. The calendar embedded in the liturgical books  ................... 182
  6.1.3. The calendar inserted into liturgical books  .......................... 182  
   6.1.3.1. How to read a liturgical calendar  .................................. 182
   6.1.3.2. Developments outside of Rome  .................................... 185
  6.1.4. The Roman tradition  ............................................................... 186
   6.1.4.1. The Lateran calendar (1180’s) ........................................ 186
   6.1.4.2. The Franciscan calendar (1250’s)  .................................. 187
   6.1.4.3. The calendar of the Missale Romanum 1474  ............... 188
   6.1.4.4. The calendar of the Missale Romanum 1570  ............... 189
   6.1.4.5. The calendar between 1570 and 1960  ............................190
   6.1.4.6. The calendar of the Missale Romanum 1962  ............... 193
   6.1.4.7. The calendar of the Missale Romanum 1970-2008  ..... 193
 6.2. Ordo Missae  ...................................................................................... 195
  6.2.1. Introduction  ............................................................................. 195
  6.2.2. The Apology type  ..................................................................... 197
  6.2.3. The Frankish type  .................................................................... 198
  6.2.4. The Rhenish type  ..................................................................... 200
   6.2.4.1. The St. Gall family of manuscripts  ................................ 200
   6.2.4.2. Sigebert of Minden  .......................................................... 201
   6.2.4.3. Paratus sacerdos (1227)  .................................................. 203
   6.2.4.4. Missale Romanum 1474  .................................................. 206
   6.2.4.5. Missale Romanum 1570  .................................................. 207
   6.2.4.6. An extension of the Ordo Missae: altar cards  .............. 208
   6.2.4.7. The Ordo Missae between 1570 and 1962  .................... 211
   6.2.4.8. The Ordo Missae 1965  ..................................................... 212
   6.2.4.9. The Ordo Missae 1969 of the Missale Romanum 1970   214
 6.3. Rubrics  ............................................................................................... 216
  6.3.1. Introduction  ............................................................................. 216
  6.3.2. XIII century precedents  .......................................................... 217
  6.3.3. Ioannes Burckard (1450-1506)  .....................................................  

Table of contents



12

  6.3.4. Missale Romanum 1570  .......................................................... 220
  6.3.5. Missale Romanum 1920  .......................................................... 221
  6.3.6. Cum nostra hac aetate (1955)  ................................................ 225
  6.3.7. Codex rubricarum 1960  .......................................................... 226
  6.3.8. Ritus servandus 1965  ............................................................... 228
  6.3.9. The Institutio generalis Missalis Romani of 1970, 1975, 2002 
    and 2008  .....................................................................................229

Concluding Remarks  .................................................................................. 233

Bibliography  ................................................................................................ 235
 1. Sources   ................................................................................................. 235
  1.1. Patristic and Ecclesiastical Authors  .......................................... 235
  1.2. Liturgical Sources ........................................................................ 235
  1.3 Magisterial Sources  ...................................................................... 243
 2. Studies  ................................................................................................... 243
 3. Research Tools  ..................................................................................... 263

Indices
 1. Manuscripts and Incunables  ............................................................. 265 
 2. Books, Documents and Persons ........................................................ 268

The liturgical books of the Roman rite I: Books for the mass



272

Finito di stampare nel gennaio 2023
da MEDIAGRAF S.p.A. 

Viale della Navigazione Interna, 89 - 35027 Noventa Padovana - PD

ECCLESIA ORANS. Studi e Ricerche
FONTI E STUDI PER LA SCIENZA LITURGICA

1. Wilfred Sumani
 On fire with praise. The Canticle of the Three Servants in the Fiery Furna-

ce (Dan 3, 56-88) as an Easter Hymn
 2018, ISBN 978-88-94876-34-5, formato 17 x 24 cm, 480 pagine, 46,00 euro

2. Francesco Bonomo - Stefan Geiger - Dominik Jurczak - Fergus M.T. 
Ryan (edd.)

 Atti dell’XI Congresso internazionale di Liturgia, Roma, Pontificio Ateneo 
sant’Anselmo - Pontificio Istituto Liturgico, 9-11 maggio 2018

 2019, ISBN 978-88-94876-48-2, formato 17 x 24 cm, 400 pagine, 44,00 euro

3. Alain-Pierre Yao
 Les ‘‘apologies’’ de l’Ordo Missae de la Liturgie Romaine. Sources - His-

toire - Théologie
 2019, ISBN 978-88-94876-68-0, formato 17 x 24 cm, 400 pagine, 45,00 euro

4. Claudio Ubaldo Cortoni
 Christus Christi est sacramentum. Una storia dei sacramenti nel Medioevo
 2021, ISBN 978-88-94876-88-8, formato 17 x 24 cm, 240 pagine, 27,00 euro

5. Dominik Jurczak - Olivier-Marie Sarr -  Markus Tymister (edd.)
 Atti del XII Congresso Internazionale di Liturgia, Roma, Pontificio Ateneo 

sant’Anselmo - Pontificio Istituto Liturgico, 20-22 ottobre 2021 / Procee-
dings of the XII International Congress of Liturgy, Rome, Pontifical Athe-
naeum S. Anselmo - Pontifical Liturgical Institute, 20-22 October 2021

 2022, ISBN 979-12-80562-19-7, formato 17 x 24 cm, 256 pagine, 20,00 euro - cartaceo
 ISBN 979-12-80562-21-0, 256 pagine, 14,00 euro - PDF

6. Dominik Jurczak - Markus Tymister (edd.)
 Studi sulle fonti della liturgia romana. Messale – Lezionario – Pontificale / 

Studies on the sources of the roman liturgy. Missal – lectionary – pontifical
 2022, ISBN 979-12-80562-27-2, formato 17 x 24 cm, 336 pagine, 26,00 euro - cartaceo
 ISBN 979-12-80562-32-3, 336 pagine, 13,00 euro - PDF

7. Cassian Folsom
 The Liturgical Books of the Roman Rite. A Guide to the study of their typo-

logy and history. Volume 1: Books For The Mass
 2023, ISBN 979-12-80562-**-*, formato 17 x 24 cm, 272 pagine, **,00 euro - cartaceo
 ISBN 979-12-80562-**-*, 272 pagine, **,00 euro - PDF


